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TEASER

EXT. RUNABOUT

Est abl i shing. Runabout noving at inpul se speed.

| NT. RUNABOUT

MAJOR KIRA sits in the pilot seat telling a
story. COMVANDER DAX sits in the co-pilot seat staring
i nto space.

KI RA

(1 aughi ng)
Then she tells ne that the door was
never |ocked at all, so this whole

time | was making a long trip al
the way around the buil di ng when
coul d have been goi ng straight

through. | was so worried about
bargi ng i n sonewhere | wasn’t
allowed, | didn't even check!

Dax says nothing. Kira |ooks at Dax and realizes she
talking to a brick wall.

Kl RA
Then she turned into a Tarkini an
Newt and squirned away.

DAX
What? Oh, sorry. | was just
t hi nki ng.

Kl RA

| can see that.

DAX
| was trying to figure out the best
way to explain the situation to
Commander Si sko.

Kl RA
Explain what? First contact wth
the Nostarians went extrenely
well. | can’t wait to introduce
themto the Al pha Quadrant.

DAX
Agreed, but their social structure,
al though certainly not the first

( MORE)



DAX (cont’ d)
we’ ve encountered like it, is
still...unique in the Al pha
Quadr ant .

Kl RA

Every new speci es we encounter has
cultural differences from our

own. You and | have different
practices, different beliefs, but
it doesn’t stop us from working

t oget her.

DAX
True. | guess | should be thankful
they aren’t hostile. |1’ve heard

first contact stories where the
team barely made it back in one
pi ece.

Kira | ooks at the controls.

Kl RA
W& shoul d reach the wormhole in
five m nutes.

Dax checks conditions on the controls.
DAX
| just want to handle this as
delicately as possible so no one
feel s unwel come and si nul t aneously
no one’s ego gets bruised.

Kl RA
| s that Jadzia tal king or Curzon?

Dax considers the question.

EXT. DEEP SPACE NI NE

Establ i shing. The station hangs in space.

| NT. REPLI VAT

BASH R sits at a cafe table | ooking over a PADD and si ppi ng
a drink. A young BEJORAN WOVAN stands at the replicator
pushi ng buttons, but not getting it to work.

Bashir watches the woman for a nonment before wal king to her
si de.



BASHI R
May |1? What are you trying to
order?

BEJORAN WOVAN
Anyt hing at this point, nothing
seens to be getting through.

Bashir smles snugly.

BASHI R
(to replicator)
One raktajino.

Bashir waits, but nothing happens. He pushes a few buttons
on the top of the termnal. He hits his com badge.

BASHI R
Bashir to O Bri en.

O BRIEN S COM VA CE
Yes, Doctor.

S| SKO
W seemto have a mal functi oning
replicator here in-

O BRIEN S COM VA CE
['’Il add it to the |ist.

Bashir is nonentarily taken aback by O Brien’s harshness. He
just smles at the Bejoran wonan.

| NT. DOCKI NG BAY

SISKO waits in the hall by the bay doors. Dax and Kira
enter the hall

S| SKO
Maj or, Lieutenant. Wl cone back.

Kl RA
Thank you, sir.

The lights in the hallway flicker, then return to nornal.

DAX
VWhat was that?

S| SKO
W’ ve been experiencing mnor power
fluctuations all over the station
t he past day and a hal f.



DAX
Do we know what’s causing it?

Sl SKO
Not yet. Chief OBrien is working
onit. So far, it hasn't been
anything nore than a m nor
nui sance.

Sisko waits patiently for information.

S| SKO
Well? Howdidit go?

Si sko, Kira and Dax wal k down the hall away fromthe bay.

Kl RA
Very good. Nostos welcomed us with
open ar rs.

S| SKO
Qutstanding. And they’re planning
a visit to our station?

DAX
Yes, next week. [’I]l have all the
details in ny report.

SI SKO
| can’t wait for that, this is
first contact we’re talking
about. Tell ne what | can expect
fromour new friends?

Kl RA
Yes, what shoul d the Commander
expect ?

The three stop wal king. Kira |ooks delighted. Sisko |ooks
conf used.

DAX
| should start by telling you that
t here was sone confusion during
i ntroductions and the Nostarians we
met don’t think you are the
commander of this station.

SI SKO
Gh?



Dax and Ki
i ntrigued.

ACT 1

DAX
They think that Major Kira is head
of the station and that | am second
in command, head of ops.

S| SKO
VWhat made them t hi nk that?

DAX
It was sinply the | ogica
conclusion to them Any attenpt we
made to correct the
m scomuni cati on only confused t hem
and caused themto defer to their
origi nal assessnent even nore.

Sl SKO
| think I mght be m ssing
sonet hi ng here.

Kl RA
Let’s just say you' d be nore
convincing as a | eader if your nane
was Benj am na

ra wal k off, |eaving Sisko |ooking perplexed, but

| NT. PROVENADE

Maj or Kira escorts three Nostarian anbassadors, BENN FlI A,
SORYA, and LELA, along with one FEMALE NOSTARI
one MALE NOSTARI AN GUARD down t he Pronenade.

are humanoids with | arge pointed ears and marki ngs on their
necks. A few other people m |l about.

Kl RA
The Promenade is the main hub of
activity for our guests here on the
station. | renenber when the
federation first arrived here,
had doubts we could even get the
station fully operational |et along
attract vendors. Now, vacancies
are filling up alnost to the point
of capacity. | would be happy to
give you a full tour later, but I'm
sure you're tired and would like to
be shown to your quarters.

AN GUARD and
The Nost ari ans



BENNI FI A
Ch no, I'd like to dive right
in. There seens to be so nuch to
learn and 1’ve only seen a snal
part of the station.

Si sko approaches the group.

KI RA
Commander Sisko, allow ne to
i ntroduce the three anbassadors
from Nostos: Sorya Ree, Head of
Central Security Forces, Dr. Lela
Rendzal in, and Chief M nister
Benni fi a Zal dan.

Si sko puts his hand out to Bennifi a.

Sl SKO
It is a pleasure to neet you, Chief
M ni ster Zal dan.
BENNI FI A
Chief Mnister will do just fine,
t hank you.

Benni is to the point, but not unfriendly.

Kl RA
Commander Sisko is the | eader of
this station.

BENNI
After you, of course.
Kl RA
No, actually, | report to the

Commander .

Benni | ooks between Sisko and Kira. A wave of conprehension
rolls over her...she thinks.

BENNI
| see.

She pats Sisko on the shoul der.

BENNI
|’ m sure you' re doing a fine
job. Please, carry on, | wouldn't

want to keep you fromyour duties.

Si sko |1 ooks at the hand that pats himon the shoulder. He
sm | es, maintains conposure.



Sl SKO
| woul d be happy to show you around
or answer any questions you m ght
have.

BENNI
That won’t be necessary.

Si sko takes the hint.

S| SKO
"1l be in ops if you need
me. Mjor.

Si sko wal ks away.

BENNI
Who' s husband is he?

Kl RA
Husband?

BENNI
It nmust be someone quite high up in
t he governnent.

Kl RA
| don't think I foll ow

BENNI
On Nostos, occasionally one of the
husbands of our high ranking
officials will get it in his head
that he shares the office. W give
hima title and let himthink it’s
an i nportant
responsibility. Really seens to
paci fy them doesn't it?

LELA
VWhat’' s that?

Lel a indicates Quark’s and excitedly heads that direction.

Kl RA
That woul d be Quark’s. It’'s a
popul ar bar and... recreation
facility.

SORYA
Ganbl i ng?

Sorya seens nore concerned than amused.



KI RA
Well, yes, but that’s only...
LELA
I’malways willing to try ny
luck. Benni?
BENNI
(to Kira)

Do you m nd?

Kl RA
Not at all.

Kira braces herself for what the Nostarians m ght nake of

Quar k.

INT. QUARK S

Lela heads in first and goes straight to the dabo tables
where a small crowd has gathered to play. A Bejoran DABO
G RL greets her. Benni, Kira and the other Nostarians hang
back, closer to the entrance at the bar, where MORN is the
only other custoner. Benni |ooks up the staircase.

BENNI
What’ s up there?

Kl RA
Hol osuites, nostly.

BENNI
Interesting. This place is nuch
bi gger than it |ooks fromthe
outside. Do you cone here often?

KI RA
Sonetines, it’'s a popul ar place. |
just tend not to linger, usually.

BENNI
Way’' s that?

QUARK wal ks over to Benni’s group from behind the bar.

QUARK
Maj or, you’'re | ooking as radiant as
ever.

KI RA

Chief Mnister, this is Quark, the
proprietor.



BENNI
A pleasure to neet you. This is
quite the establishnent you have.

QUARK
Yes it is. And it doesn't bother
you that |1’mthe owner?

Kira gives Quark a warning glare. Benni doesn’t understand
Quar k’ s questi on.

BENNI
Bot her me? Should it?
QUARK
| d assune you-
The crowd over by the tables shouts "dabo". Lela |ooks
pl eased as she heads back over to Benni
LELA
| guess the Gods are on ny side
t oday.
QUARK

How nmuch on your side?

Kl RA
Wiy don’'t we nove along? There's a
| ot nore to see.

Benni and Kira head out, followed by the rest of the
Nost ari an crowd.

BENNI
| hope | didn't say sonething to
of fend Quark. She seened awfully
hostil e.

Kira suppresses a |laugh. Everyone exits except for Sorya,
who stops and wat ches when she sees Quark stonp over to the
dabo tables. Quark grabs the Dabo Grl who was talking to
Lela by the arm

AT DABO TABLES

QUARK
The Nostarian won, did she?

DABO 3 RL
Yes, and?



QUARK
| didn’t see her provide any
atinumto play wth.

DABO G RL
First spins on the house, you
al ways-
QUARK
Exactly, | say that. | can decide

how to run the gane. You're job is
to | ook pretty and enpty pockets,
remenber that.

BACK TO BAR

CLOSE ON Sorya, concerned over the interaction.

| NT. PROVENADE

Kira | eads Benni and the group of Nostarians, except for
Sorya, down the Pronenade in the direction they were headed

bef or e.

Kl RA
| thought you might be interested
to | earn about your respective
areas of expertise here on the
station. Dax can show you around
ops, Chief Mnister.

Sorya quietly joins the group

BENNI
Benni, pl ease.

Kl RA
Benni .

BENNI

| have been | ooking forward to
getting to know Dax better. Now
there’s a woman’ s wonan.

Kira just smles and nods.
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I NT. | NFI RMARY

Bashir stands in the infirmary al one, studying a test tube.
Lel a wanders in | ooking around at all the nedica
equi pnent .

BASHI R
Can | help you?
Lel a | ooks Bashir up and down, |ikes what she sees.
LELA
| don’t know, but I'mwlling to
find out.

Lel a noves in closer. Bashir seens thoroughly confused.

BASHI R
Are you ill?
LELA
No, I"'mquite well. I"mhere to

see the Doctor in an ambassadori al
capacity, but you don’t need to
rush off to fetch her. You and |
can get better acquainted first.

Bashir is startled by her forwardness. Then, he nakes the
connecti on.

BASHI R
You nust be the doctor from Nostos.
LELA
(snmug)
You' ve heard of ne, then?
BASH R
|’ ve been expecting you.
LELA
Music to ny ears. | nust renenber

to thank the Doctor for that.

BASHI R
You just did. Dr. Julian Bashir.

Bashir extends his hand. Lela doesn't take it.

LELA
You are adorable, but | nust not be
comuni cating nyself properly. 1’'m

| ooking for the Doctor, the Chief
Medical O ficer for this station
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BASHI R
Yes, that woul d be ne.

Lela stares at Bashir trying to conprehend. Bashir pulls
out a chair at a nearby table.

BASHI R
Pl ease, have a seat. |’d be happy
to di scuss anything you m ght be
curious about.

Lela sits, still eying Bashir like a piece of neat.

LELA
|’ msure | could think of
sonething you could do for ne.

BASHI R
Ri ght .

Bashir gathers hinself and sticks his hand out again.

BASH R
[”m Julian.

Lel a shakes Bashir’'s hand.

LELA
Dr. Lela Rendzalin
BASHI R
Dr. Rendzalin, allow ne to wel cone-
LELA
Lel a.
BASHI R
O course.

The two stare at each other for an awkward beat. Lela rolls
her eyes, Bashir’s not being any fun.

LELA
|1’d like to take a | ook at the
medi cal data you gat hered while
studying the Athos virus. It is a
comon probl em on Nost os.

BASHI R
(relieved)
|’d be happy to show that to you.
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Bashir beckons Lela to a termnal by the wall. He pushes a
few buttons to bring up a series of nmedical logs. Lela
joins himby the term nal

BASHI R
| hadn’t actually encountered a
patient with the virus until com ng
to DS9. Wiat really fascinated nme
about -

LELA
Il read the reports. Wy don’t
you get ne sonething to drink?

BASHI R
Un certainly, what would you |ike?

LELA
Sur prise ne.

Bashi r hangs back uncertain what to do as Lel a reads.

I NT. ODO S OFFI CE

Sorya enters Odo’s office to find ODO furiously typing away
at one screen while checking a tablet just off to the side.

Do
[l be with you in one nonent.

Sorya says nothing, staring at Odo in mld shock. Qdo
finishes typing and picks up the tablet.

Do
Just as | suspected. Two
cont ai ners of durani um unaccount ed
for.

Qdo finally I ooks up and stands. He notices the expression
on Sorya's face.

DO
Are you all right?
SORYA
Yes, I'mfine. You really

are...you’'re not human.

oDo
No, |'m a shape-shifter.



SORYA
Yes.

Qdo visibly radi ates hope.

Odo doesn
hersel f.

0D 0]
Have you nmet soneone |ike ne
bef ore?

SORYA
No, |’ve just heard stories of

changel i ngs.

t hide his disappointnment. Sorya conposes

SORYA
My nanme’s Sorya Ree.

DO
Chi ef Commander of Security on
Nost os.

SORYA
And you are Odo, but nost people
just call you Constable.

DO

You’' ve done your homework, | see.
SORYA

That’'s our job, isn't it?
DO

Yes, | suppose it is.

The lights flicker in the office.

SORYA
VWhat was that?

Do
A m nor power fluctuation. One
t hi ng you becone accustoned to on
this station is that nothing ever
works as it shoul d.

SORYA
We are fortunate enough not to have
t hat probl em on Nost os.

Qdo grunts in envy.

14.
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oDbo
| can only inmagi ne what that nust
be Iike.

SORYA

It comes at a price.

Sorya | ooks at Odo, surprised that she said that out | oud.

SORYA
That’s not to say...|l’mvery proud
of Nostos. | don’t want to give

you the inpression...

DO
Wiy don’t we start with standard
security protocol for new ships
waiting to dock?

SORYA
Very wel | .

Qdo starts to pull something up on a wall panel and Sorya
goes to the other side of the desk to join him

CLOSE ON Qdo puzzling Sorya out.

ACT 2

I NT. OPS - DAY

Benni stands next to Dax at a termnal in the center of
ops. The two Nostarian guards flank Dax and Benni. O her
COFFI CERS work in the background.

DAX
Havi ng a stable wormhole i s new
territory to us. Although we have
encountered only mnor problens in
energy discharges, we are vigilant
about keeping track of any
variations that mght indicate a
per manent change. |'’msure the
scientists on Nostos are keeping a
cl ose watch on the wormhol e as

wel | .

BENNI
It'’s a fair distance from Nost os,
but we still keep an eye on the

activity of the wornmhole.
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The lights on one of the panel displays goes out.

BENNI
Was t hat supposed to happen?

The lights come back on

DAX
No, but it doesn’'t seemto have
i npact ed anyt hi ng of inportance.

BENNI
|’ m not one for bragging, but I
can’t speak highly enough of ny
team of engineers at the
capital. They know how to design
things toreally last. It’s
i mportant to surround yourself wth
a group of people you can really
rely on.

DAX
| know what you nean. Things may
not always run as snoothly as we’'d
like on the station, but I know
can count on ny col | eagues.

The lights on the display go out again.

DAX
A perfect exanple. | mght be
di sturbed by that malfunction if |
didn’t have conplete faith in our
Chi ef Engineer, M. O Brien.

Benni | ooks unconvi nced.

DAX
Lunch?

| NT. COMVANDER S OFFI CE

Commander Sisko stands at the door to his office watching
Dax | ead Benni and her guards out of ops. He turns to face
Kira, who sits in front of his desk.

Sl SKO
You feel that the visit is going
wel |, then.
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Kl RA
|"d say so. | didn't get the
i npression that they were eager to
| eave.

Si sko sits behind his desk. The doors to his office open
and shut for no reason whatsoever. Sisko taps his com
badge.

Sl SKO
Sisko to Chief O Brien

O BRIEN S COM VA CE
O Bri en here.

S| SKO
Either 1’ve just been visited by a
ghost or sonething is tripping the
circuits to ny office door

A beat .

O BRIEN S COM VO CE
Maybe it’'s ghosts.

S| SKO
Chi ef .
O BRIEN S COM VA CE
Yes, sir. I"l'l have a look at it.
Sl SKO
(to Kira)
Sonetines | feel like this station

doesn’t want us to make a good
first inpression.

Kl RA
Maybe we do have ghosts, Cardassian
ones.

Si sko | ooks through the wi ndow out into space.

S| SKO
Just once I'd like to hit the bal
on the screws.

Kl RA
Cormmander ?

SI SKO
I n baseball, when the bat and the
ball neet at that perfect spot, the

( MORE)
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SKO (cont’ d)

cracki ng sound reverberates
t hr oughout the whol e stadi um and
the ball arcs into the sky. It’'s

not easy to
to see. W
t hough. W’

K
You | ost ne,

S

do, but it is a sight
can’t wait on a pitch
re slap hitters.

RA
agai n.

SKO

Slap hitters are inportant, very

i nportant.

They get the job done

and nove players off the
plates. That’s what we do, we nove
t hi ngs al ong and keep this station

in the gane.

K
More so now

RA
than ever. But |I'm

guessi ng you don’t want to be
a...slap hitter.

S

SKO

don’t mnd for the nost part, but
would | ove to know how it feels

I

I

to..
Si sko swings his arms

Sl
... hit that

K

out |like he’s swinging a bat.

SKO (CON' T)
sweet spot .

RA

W'l |l get there.

Si sko’ s doors open and stay open.

S
Not t oday.

| NT. REPLI MAT

SKO

Dax and Benni sit at a table on the edge of the Replimat

finishing their food.
near by.

Benni’s two guards sit at a table



BENNI
| had sailed through all the
si mul ati ons, but when tine cane to
actually fly the thing, | just
froze. It was the oddest sensation.

DAX
What did you do?

BENNI
Oh, Rishta, ny guard, stepped in
for a nonent, got us back to the
gr ound.

Benni throws her hand back to indicate the mal e guard,
doesn’t turn towards him

DAX
Good thing he was there.

BENNI
| still never figured out what
caused ne to draw a bl ank Iike

t hat .

Chief O Brien hustles past carrying an equi pnent case,
munbling to hinself.

DAX
Chi ef, is everything okay?

O Brien cones over to the table.
O BRI EN

| just got an ear-full from Quark
about how the holosuites are

flaking out. | can barely repair
one thing before I'"mrunning to
| ook at sonmething else. | don't

know what’s going on |lately.
Benni bares a large, patronizing smle.

BENNI
These conpl ex systens can be so
overwhel m ng sonetinmes, can't they?

O BRI EN
Yes, they can.

BENNI
It’s not everyone that can hop from
one machine to the next making
repairs.

19.

but



O Brien takes the conplinent sincerely.

O BRI EN
No, it’'s not.

Benni pats himon the shoul der.

BENNI
Well, | see you working very hard.

O BRI EN
At | east sonebody does.

O Brien wal ks away.

BENNI
Poor thing. | could lend you a
team of real engineers. They'd
have this station running snoothly
in a day.

Dax grips her mug, she is apprehensive about the

conversati on she is about to have.

DAX
Benni, | feel | should apologize to
you. | don’t think I have been
conpletely forthcom ng with you.
BENNI
Oh?
DAX

| haven’'t been intentionally
deceptive of course, but...

BENNI
|”m1istening.

DAX
May | ask you for your honest
opi ni on of ne?

BENNI
What do you nean?

DAX
What do you think of nme? As an
of ficer, as a person?

BENNI
Wiy, you're a delight! Smart,
funny, strong. If you didn’t seem

( MORE)

20.
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BENNI (cont’ d)
so pl eased working here, 1'd stea
you away to Nost os.

DAX
Thank you, | really appreciate
that. There is sonething we should
tal k about.

BENNI
VWhat's that?

DAX
| used to be a nman. A few
actual ly.

BENNI
Par don?
I NT. QUARK' S

Qdo and Sorya enter Quark’s bar which bustles with activity
froma variety of different characters.

SORYA
And you get reliable information
her e?

DO

Sonetines it’s good information,
t hough often it’'s the source of the
probl em

Sorya and Odo take a seat at a table. Quark wanders over
Wi th a m schievous grin on his face.

QUARK
(to Sorya)
Can’'t stay away, | see. How would
you |ike-
DO
No.
QUARK

You don’t even know what | was
goi ng to say.

0D.0)
No.

Quark throws his hands up and wal ks away.



SORYA
He is Ferengi?

DO
Yes, and the top of my watch |ist.

SORYA
| have read a bit about Ferengi
culture. It repul ses ne.

0D.0)
| can’t speak to the culture as a
whol e, but if Quark is any

indication, | can see your point.
SORYA

You don’t think I’ma hypocrite?
Do

Wiy woul d that be?

SORYA
We woul d never do anything on
Nost os as debasing as deny our nale
citizens the right to wear clothes
or refuse to let them partake in
basi ¢ busi ness transactions, but we
do place certain... limtations on
t hem

DO
| admt | only have a surface
under st andi ng of Nostari an
regul ati on.

SORYA
Maybe it’s just nmy own
insecurities. | would hate to have
our proud culture conpared to the
likes of the Ferengi. It’s just,
there are things that are best left
to...a certain type of person.

Do
| know too little about your people
to make any judgnents, but if you
are worried about people conparing
you to the Ferengis, maybe it’'s
because you al ready are.

Sorya | ooks at Odo as if he can see right through her.

22.



| NT. REPLI MAT
Dax and Benni continue their conversati on.

BENNI
But you don’t | ook that old.

DAX
Jadzia isn’'t, but Dax has lived
many |ives.

BENNI
But your body, you are fenale.
DAX
It’s not that sinple. A joined
Trill houses the nenories and

experiences of all her hosts. That
line of male and femal e becones
superficial.

BENNI
Ri di cul ous. Genetically speaking,
there are some things that only
wonen are capabl e of understanding
and perform ng. You nay have nmal e
nmenories, but I'mwilling to bet
they are nothing nore than a
di straction.

DAX
Every prior hosts offers sonething
val uabl e to Jadzi a.

BENNI
| can’t say | care nmuch for this
conversati on.

I NT. QUARK' S
Qdo and Sorya continue their conversation.

SORYA

You have to understand the history
of Nostos. W were at war for so
much of our early history and when
we finally quelled the outside

i nvaders, we broke into civil war,
whi ch al nost deci mat ed our

race. Wien the snoke cleared, we
were left with only a few
colonies. W rebuilt our society

( MORE)



24.

SORYA (cont’ d)
and restored order and prosperity
with the | eadership of strong
wonen. Many people feel |ike we
shouldn’t nmess wth a tried and

true net hod.

0D 0)

| can see a certain logic to that

way of thi nking.

SORYA
Many Nost ari ans do.

| NT. PROVANADE

Dax and Benni wal k down the Pronenade with the guards

fol | ow ng.
DAX
|’msorry, | hope |I didn't upset
you.
BENNI
1’1l be fine. | just need a nonent
to nyself.
DAX

Let me show you to your quarters.

BENNI

No, | can find ny way.

Benni and her guards wal k of f

I NT. QUARK' S

| eavi ng Dax standi ng al one.

Qdo and Sorya still at the table.

0D )

So you're married then?

SORYA

| was. He was killed in an
acci dent a couple years ago.

DO

|"msorry for your |oss.
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SORYA
Me too. We could tal k about
anyt hing, he wasn’t afraid to speak
his mind to ne. |1’d never net
anyone with such insatiable
curiosity before. He challenged ne
to think about and expl ore new
things that | don’t suppose | woul d
have on my owmn. Every time | would
have to turn away a man froma
cl osed hearing or throw one out of
a restricted access building, 1I'd
imagine | was doing it to ny
husband. Sonetinmes it nade ny job
very difficult.

Do
Have you ever tried voicing your
opi ni on?

SORYA
l"’mstill not entirely sure what ny

opi nion is.

Quark shows up agai n.

QUARK
(to Sorya)
Are you sure there’s nothing |I can
get you?
SORYA
No, I'mfine.
QUARK

Maybe | can interest you in one of
nmy hol opr ogr ans?

SORYA
Are you having difficulty
under standi ng ne? Go away.

Sorya quickly gets angry, balling her fists and raising her
voi ce. (Qdo notices the tension.

DO
Quark, | eave.

QUARK
Now hold on a mnute, this is after
all ny bar.

Quark noves closer to the table so that he stands next to
Sorya.
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QUARK
Can | help it if I"'mdrawn to this
attractive fenal e?

Quark places his hand on Sorya’s. She |ooks at COdo before
grabbi ng Quark by the ear and pinning himto the floor. He
lets out high-pitched Ferengi wails. Odo stays cal mand
seat ed.

0D 0)
No, Sorya. Don't. This is a
vi ol ati on.

Qdo snmiles before rising to stop Sorya.

ACT 3

I NT. | NFI RMARY

Lela sits alone, wearily scanning a PADD screen. Bashir
returns and nmakes a b-line for the opposite side of the
infirmary. He sits, avoiding eye contact with Lela.

LELA
You’' re back.
BASHI R
Yes, sorry to rush off. | had
to...tend to a sick crew nenber.
LELA
You make house calls? 1’1l have to

remenber that.

Bashir doesn’t acknow edge Lela’ s conmment. Lela walks up
behi nd hi m and nassages his shoul ders.

LELA
| haven’t felt this kind of tension
in a nurse since ny rotation in the
CQut | ands.

Bashir junps out of his seat, alarned, but trying not to be
rude.

BASHI R
Yes, | should make nore of an
effort to stretch. And, | amnot a

nurse, |'m a-
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LELA
Doctor, right. So sorry. Relax,
sit back down.

Lela is armused. Bashir sits slowy, incredulously.

LELA
So, what do you do for fun on this
station?

BASHI R

| think we should stick to
di scussi ng the nedi cal sciences.

Lela is | ess anmused.

LELA
Fine, | guess | could help you with
any problenms you re stuck on.

BASHI R
That’ s not quite what | had in
m nd, and | am not stuck on

anyt hi ng.
LELA
Al right, don’'t get so enotional.
BASHI R
(yel l'i ng)

| am not getting enotional!
Lela gratefully | ooks at Bashir for just proving her point.

BASHI R
11 have you know | graduated
second in ny class at the Starfl eet
Medi cal Acadeny.

LELA
Second? Beaten by a wonan no
doubt .

BASHI R

That' s besides the point.

LELA
That is entirely the point.

BASHI R
Maybe you should talk to sonme of ny
former patients and see if they
have any conpl ai nts.
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LELA
Don’'t get so offended. [’ m sure
you have... other talents.

Lel a noves in closer to Bashir, who' s having none of it.

BASHI R
If you'll excuse nme, | have sone
work | need to catch up on.

Bashir returns to his seat. Lela returns to the term na
again, silently smling to herself.

| NT. HOLDI NG CELL

Sorya sits in a holding cell with Odo and Quark standing
outside it.

QUARK
| intend to press full charges.
think a | obe is broken.

oDoO
You seemfine to ne.

QUARK
| was ruthlessly attacked in ny own
pl ace of business. | wll not
stand for this.

Do
| m sure our guest is sinmply
unaware of our customs. It was
probably a | ogical assunption that
you needed to be physically
silenced. | have to say the
t hought has crossed ny mind before.

QUARK
Oh, that’s conforting. Look, if
you won’t do sonething, 1’1l take
this to Sisko.

SORYA
"1l pay you.

Quark and Odo turn to Sorya in surprise.

0D 0]
That’ s not really-



29.

QUARK
How much? And in Al pha Quadrant
noney.

SORYA

Five strips of latinum

QUARK
Fine. But | better not see you in
my bar again...unless it’s at the
dabo t abl es.

Quark storns off. Odo turns the force field off the

cell. Sorya remains seated
SORYA
| amsorry. | don’t know what cane
over ne. |'musually not an
i mpul sive or violent person.
DO
Quark can have that effect on

peopl e.

I NT. OUTSI DE BENNI ' S QUARTERS

Benni’s two guards stand on either side of the door. The
doors open, Benni enters the hall and | ooks at the guards.

BENNI
I”mgoing for a walk. [I’Il be back
shortly.

Bot h guards make a notion to follow, but Benni stops them
BENNI
| can go alone, | won't be going
far.

The guards watch as she wanders down the corridor.

| NT. CORRI DOR TO QUARTERS

Benni turns a corner down a corridor. She cones across
Chief OBrien at a panel trying to make repairs. Benn
stops behind the Chief.
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BENNI
You poor fool. What nonsense have
they been filling your head with?

O Brien turns to Benni

O BRI EN
What ?

O Brien’s armreceives a huge shock when sonething in the
panel blows. He yelps and cradles his arm

BENNI
What was | just tal king about?

Benni turns quickly and heads the direction she cane from

I NT. | NFI RMARY

Lela sits fiddling with a tricorder. Bashir finally breaks
t he unconfortabl e sil ence.

BASHI R
| want to apol ogi ze for
outburst, earlier. | think you'l

find I amusually a quite
even-t enpered person.

Lela is not phased in the slightest.

LELA
Apol ogy accepted. | know you can’t
help it.

BASHI R

Can’t help it? That’'s not what |-
O Brien wal ks in babying his injured arm
BASHI R
Chi ef, what happened? Are you al
right?

Lel a scoffs at this statenent, drops the tricorder and
approaches O Bri en.

LELA
Clearly, he’s injured. 1'Il take
care of him you can watch if you

W sh.

Lela Il eads O Brien, who | ooks very confused, to a bed.
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BASHI R
| can see that he's hurt his
arm | nmerely nmeant...it’s just

sonet hi ng you say. .. never
m nd. Have a seat, Chief.

Lel a hol ds out her hand w thout |ooking at Bashir.

LELA
Tricorder.

BASHI R
Now, just a monment, this is still
nmy infirmary.

LELA
Then you should be able to find a
tricorder quite easily. | may even

all ow you to assi st ne.

Bashir can’'t find the words and just stares at O Brien who
still |ooks confused.

| NT. BENNI'S QUARTERS

Benni paces in her quarters. She sits at a table. She
stands. Benni thinks for a nonent, then opens her the doors

to her quarters.

BENNI
Ri shta, cone in.

The mal e security guard steps inside and takes his post by
t he door.

BENNI
No, sit down. Here at the table.

The guard looks a little confused, but does as he’s
told. Benni sits as well, tries to think of what to say.

BENNI
This is absurd.

Rl SHTA
Should I go back outside, ma’ an?

BENNI
Yes. No. Just sit there.
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Rl SHTA
Yes na’ am

Benni stands, then sits again.

BENNI
You have a good j ob.
Rl SHTA
Yes, ma’am | do.
BENNI
You |ike your job, don’t you?
Rl SHTA
Yes, very nuch
BENNI
See? Absurd.

An awkward silence hangs in the room

I NT. ODO S OFFI CE

Qdo wal ks into the office fromthe back entrance to the
hol di ng area fol |l owed by Sorya.

DO
Have you spent nuch tine off
Nost 0s?

SORYA

No, | haven't.

Qdo sits at his desk, Sorya stands at the door, | ooking out
onto the Pronenade.

SORYA
| like to learn as nmuch as | can
about any new culture | hear about,
but as far as physically | eaving
Nostos, the trips have been few and
far between.

Do
It is understandable then, why this
trip has been a little disorienting
to you.

Sorya sits across from Qdo.
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SORYA
Pl ease don’t misread the situation,
| amnot in conpletely foreign
territory. | have several nen on
my team on Nostos. You m ght have
seen one earlier today, he's one of
t he guards for Benni.

DO
| did notice that, yes.

SORYA
That wasn’t easy. It wasn't ny
intention to break with tradition
or violate any laws. | was tasked

wi th assenbling the best security
force I could find in the

colonies. A group of nen
approached ne about being tested
for the job. Against the w shes of
the council | allowed it, figuring
they mght just fail the test and |
woul dn’t have to hear anynore about
it. Acouple did fail, but a
coupl e perfornmed with such skill |
couldn’t refuse them

Do
Have they since proven to be
val uabl e nenbers of your teanf?

SORYA
Yes, even Benni feels that way,
t hough she m ght never say it out
| oud.

oDo
Then you made the right choice.

Sorya studies Qdo, trying to figure out how to say what she
wants to say.

SORYA
Have you ever had doubts about your
identity, Qdo? About who you are?

0D 0]
Well, ny origins are still a bit of
a nystery to ne, | have so nany

guesti ons about where | cane

from That is usually a large part
of soneone’s identity, so yes, |
guess | have had doubts.



SORYA
It’s a mserable feeling, isn’t
it? To not really know where you
fit in?

oDO
It can be at tines.

SORYA
That feeling is what woul d be
thrust upon all of ny people if we
were to redefine the Iimtations of
the men on ny planet. There is a
certain confort to having your
goal s and expectations defined for
you.

Do
You're worried that blurring the
gender |ine would cause chaos.

SORYA
Yes.

Do
That people would find it
overwhel mng to be tasked with
determining their paths on their

own.
SORYA
Yes.
6D 0)
| share your distaste for |ack of
or der.
SORYA
Thank you, | knew you’ d understand.
6D 0)

However, there is another nane for
the specific type of chaos you're
tal ki ng about .

SORYA
VWhat' s that?

oo
Freedom

The lights flicker and then go out.
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ACT 4

I NT. ODO S OFFI CE

Qdo and Sorya sit in the office in darkness. W can only
see themslightly, though they cannot see each other.

DO
Qdo to Ops, what’s goi ng on?

DAX' S COM VO CE
Station wide systemfailure. It
doesn’t seemto be effecting life
support or conmuni cation, but we’ll
try to get it sorted out. Sit
tight.

ODO
Not Iikely.

(do opens a drawer and pulls out an orb flashlight. He
turns it on, hands it to Sorya.

Do
| can assune this hasn’t happened
at the capital on Nostos.

Qdo stands and Soyra follows. Sorya |ooks at the
flashlight.

SORYA
Don’t you need one?
oDO
No, | don’'t.

Sorya and CQdo exit the office.

I NT. | NFI RMARY

I n near darkness, Bashir and Lela stand on either side of
the bed where O Brien reclines.

LELA
What’ s happened?

O BRI EN
It’s probably just the lights
again. | think I know what the

problemis



36.

LELA
So this is your fault?

O BRI EN
Vell | didn’t turn the light off
nysel f.

LELA

You couldn’t keep them on either.

BASHI R
Actually, this is not typical and
Chief OBrien is anything but a
typi cal engi neer.

O BRI EN
That’s all right, doctor, you
don’ t -

BASHI R

Yes | do. O Brien has sol ved
problenms on this station that
couldn’t even begin to tackle.

LELA
I s that high praise?
BASHI R
And as for ne, |'ve treated nore

patients in the past year and a
hal f, successfully, than you

probably will in your entire
career. |’ve seen nore species and
treated nore diseases than | can
count. |’ve solved nedica

nysteries so conplex, it would nmake
your head spin.

LELA
You don’t know a thing about ne.

BASHI R
The sentinment is nutual.

LELA
You know, being cute will only get
you so far. Now that the lights
are off and I'mreally |istening-

BASHI R
So you're finally listening to-
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O BRI EN
Enough! WIIl the two of you pl ease
be quiet |ong enough for ne to talk

to Ops? After that, | would thank
you very much to do sonethi ng about
this arm

The pair go quiet. O Brien hits his comm badge.

O BRI EN
Thank you. O Brien to Ops.

I NT. BENNI’S QUARTERS

Benni

and Rishta sit at the table, lights out.

BENNI
This place is com ng apart at the
seans.

Rl SHTA
It mght just be another power
fluctuation. It seens they have
been experiencing those lately.

BENNI
Not hi ng to worry about, then.

Rl SHTA
Not according to the engi neer
spoke to. He seened confident-

BENNI
He, of course.

Rl SHTA
|’ msorry, nma’ am

BENNI
Don’t be sorry, why should you be
sorry for the state this place is
in?

Rl SHTA
Wuld you like ne to wait outside?

Ri shta ri ses.

Benni

BENNI
No, sit down.

and Rishta sit in silence for a beat.
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BENNI
How | ong have you been with the
Central Security Forces, Rishta?

Rl SHTA
Four years, nma’ am

BENNI
And you’ ve been a personal guard of
mne for...a year?

Rl SHTA
Al npst t wo.

BENNI
W haven't seen nuch action in that
time, have we? Not that |I'm
conplaining. It’s a confort to
have body guards, but a greater
confort not to need them

Rl SHTA
True.

BENNI
Regardl ess, you’' ve...not been a
total di sappoi ntnent.

RI SHTA
Thank you, ma’ am

Even in the near darkness, we can see Benni fidget
unconfortably.

BENNI
You’ ve done a fine job

Rl SHTA
Thank you, ma’ am

I NT. | NFI RVARY

O Brien lies on the bed surrounded by Bashir and Lela, stil
wi t hout |ights.

O BRI EN
After you reroute the power
coupling there, turn off the backup
support for the last section. That
should do it.
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DAX' S COM VA CE
Thanks Chief, we'll give it a try.

BASHI R
Now, |let’'s have a | ook at that
arm Well, not a | ook so much

as...never mnd. Dr., thereis a
tray of hyposprays behind you and
to the left.

LELA
Thank you, nurse, but |I’mnore than
capabl e of handling this.

BASHI R
| know, but you are not famliar
with how ny infirmary i s organized.

LELA
I f you ve done your job as well as
you have clained to, that shoul dn’'t
matter.

BASHI R
But -

Lela starts feeling around in the dark behind her.

LELA
Here is the tray. And here is the

hypospr ay.

BASHI R
Careful you don’t-

LELA
(to O Brien)
This will help with the pain, then
we'll treat your burns.

Lela injects the hypospray. O Brien passes out.

LELA
Chief? Chief! What happened?

The lights come back on. Bashir takes the enpty hypospray
fromLel a

BASHI R
Ch, he’'ll be fine when he wakes
up. ..tonorrow.
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LELA
Tonor r ow?

BASHI R
This is an energency sedative, not
the anti-inflammatory |I assune you
were | ooking for.

LELA
Do you usually | eave strong
sedatives |lying around haphazardl y?

BASHI R
Do you usually go around jabbing
people with unidentified
medi cat i ons?

Lel a considers this, relenting finally.
LELA
No, | don't. He is going to be al
right, though, yes?

BASH R
He'll be fine.

Lel a 1 ooks mldly unconfortable, Bashir rel axes.

ACT 5

| NT. BENNI'S QUARTERS
Benni and Rishta stand in Benni’'s quarters.
BENNI
| guess it wasn’'t anything to worry
about .
Ri shta just nods, waits for further instructions.

BENNI
Return to your post.

Rl SHTA
Yes, ma' am

Ri shta turns to go.

BENNI
Actually, wait. | need...help with
this replicator. | would like to

( MORE)



BENNI (cont’ d)
program at | east one Nostarian
di sh.

Rl SHTA
| amnot entirely famliar with the
replicator systens, unfortunately.

BENNI
Fortunetly, I am Wy don't tel
me what your favorite recipe is?

Rl SHTA
MR’ anf?

Ri shta hesitates. Benni’'s sml e fades.
BENNI
Forget | said anything. Back to
your post.

Rishta turns to go. He stops and turns back.

Rl SHTA
Fettl e seed pasta.
BENNI
Par don?
Rl SHTA
Fettl e seed pasta, wth Turnko
sauce. It’s ny favorite.

The tension in the room eases.

BENNI
Good choice. Not great, but it
shoul d be sinple enough for this
replicator to handle.

Ri shta sm | es.

EXT. DEEP SPACE NI NE
Vi sual of the station

SI SKO (V. Q)
Commander’ s | og stardate
47432.1. W’ve nmanaged to
stabilize the power distribution
grids and have not had a recurrence
of the blackouts since. Qur guests

( MORE)
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SISKO (V.Q. ) (cont’d)
from Nostos are | eaving the station
today. Overall, | would say the
visit was a success and the
Federation is fortunate to have a
new friend.

| NT. COMVANDER S OFFI CE

Si sko sits behind his desk across fromBenni. Her two
guards are stationed right outside the door.

Sl SKO
Appearently, the system was bei ng
overl oaded fromthe expansions in
the station. Thanks to the
wor mhol e, we are the busiest we’ve
been since the Cardassi ans turned
this place over.

BENNI
A good problemto have, then.

S| SKO
A good problemto have.

BENNI
| guess too nuch change too quickly
can be a bad thing.

Sl SKO
W' || just have to take it one step
at a tinme.

BENNI

Agreed. G ve ny regards to Dax and
keep nme apprised of your progress.

Sl SKO
I will.

BENNI
And 1'd like to extend an
invitation to you and your officers
to visit Nostos. W have quite a
bit to offer.

S| SKO
| have no doubt.

Benni rises to go. Sisko also stands.
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BENNI
|’ ve enjoyed our visit, M.
Sisko. More than | thought |
woul d.

S| SKO
You are al ways wel cone on the
station, Chief Mnister.

BENNI
Benni .

S| SKO
Benni .

Benni pauses unconfortably.

BENNI
Actually Chief Mnister will do
fine.
Sl SKO
Absol ut el y.
BENNI
Maybe I’ Il conme back soneday. Just

don’t expect us to sit around
bondi ng over raktajinos and
swappi ng reci pes.

Sl SKO
That’'s a shane. | have a recipe
for Cajun Catfish I just know you'd
appreci at e.

Benni smiles in a way that says, "I think you re being nice,
but what the hell is catfish?"
| NT. PROVENADE

Sorya and Lela wal k down the Pronenade. A few people pass
them by as the wal k and tal k.

LELA
You, in a holding cell? | wsh
coul d have seen that.

SORYA
|’mglad you didn’t. It certainly

wasn’t my finest nonent.



LELA
| al ways knew you were a bit of a
r ebel

Lel a says this jokingly, but Sorya is concerned.

SORYA
| wouldn’t say a rebel

LELA
No, you're right. You d have to
have a sense of hunor for that.

Sorya rel axes.

SORYA
What do you nake of this place?
LELA
It’s interesting, I'Il give them
that. | can’'t say I'msorry we're

| eavi ng t oday, though.

SORYA
In a hurry to get back hone?

LELA
Let’s just say |I’m | ooking forward
to getting back into the nornal
swi ng of things. You?

SORYA
...have a lot to think about.
LELA
So you' |l be sitting al one and
t hi nking. How new and different
for you.
SORYA
You' re wel conme to join ne.
LELA
My dear, life is just too
short. If you Il excuse ne, |I'm
feeling |lucky today.
SORYA
Headed to Quark’ s?
LELA
No, | have ny eyes set on a

di fferent gane.
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Lel a heads off in a different direction from Sorya.

I NT. | NFI RVARY

O Brien rests on the table, awake but groggy. A NURSE
treats a BEJORIAN MAN for a strained wist in the
background. Beshir hands Lela a crystal wth information.

BASHI R
That shoul d be the |ast of
files. | do hope there is

sonet hing here that will be of
interest to you.

LELA
W'l see.

Bashir | ooks defeated. Lela |ooks happy and m schi evous
agai n.

LELA
I f you find yourself on Nost os,
Jullian, stop by ny office.

Bashir nods and turns away. Lela slaps his butt before
turning to | eave. As she turns to go she alnost runs into
Kei ko at the door.

LELA
Ch, pardon ne.

KEI KO
My fault really.

LELA
Do you need nedical attention?

Kei ko | ooks at Bashir slightly puzzl ed.

KEl KO
No, |'mfine.

LELA
Oh.

KEI KO

| canme to check on ny husband, see
if I could do anything for him

Lel a | aughs | oudly.
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LELA
By the Gods, wonan. Have sone
pride.

Lel a saunters away. Bashir just shrugs.

| NT. HALLWAY TO LAUNCH PAD
Cdo wal ks Sorya to the | aunch pad.

SORYA
W only use it if we are expecting
i ncreased activity at the capital,
but the split shifts seens to help
keep the guards alert.

6D 0)
| wll keep that in mnd.

SORYA
Il send you the full reports on
previous events when | return hone.

Do
I f things run as snoothly at the
capital as you say they do, I'm
sure | will find those reports
illum nating.

SORYA
Much like this visit.

Sorya chuckl es at her joke. Odo smiles politely.

SORYA
Listen, | appreciate you |istening
to my unfiltered ranblings, but I
woul d be very greatful if you
didn’'t share what |’ve said to you
wi th anyone el se.

DO
| can be many things, Chief
Commander, but a gossip is not
anong t hem

SORYA
Change is slow and
difficult. Saftey has to be ny
nunber one priority.



0D 0)
That’s our job, isn't it?

SORYA
Goodbye, Const abl e.

0D 0)
Goodbye.

Sorya heads into the vessel.

| NT. QUARK' S

Quar k stands behind his bar w ping down the counters.

a coupl e people populate the area. Kira strolls in.

Kl RA
The Nostari ans just boarded, they
shoul d be heading to the wormhol e
any mnute now.

QUARK
Good, the sooner the better.

KI RA
Cone on, Quark, | heard you nmade a

l[ittle profit on their visit.

QUARK
It cane at a cost, trust ne.

Kl RA
| really liked them | hope they
conme back again soon

QUARK
You would. You know it just kills
me, the pig-headed, entitled
attitude of those people. They
think their sex gives themthe
right to act however they
pl ease? To |lord over everyone
around then? To talk down to
peopl e or even attack themw th no
provocati on
what soever? Ha! Soneday they’|
get with the program | just w sh |
could be there to see the | ooks on
their smug faces.

47.

Only
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Kl RA
Are you quoting soneone?

QUARK
No, I'mjust talking. Wy?

Kl RA
Oh, it just sounded |ike sonething
a femal e Ferengi m ght say.

Kira smles and wal ks of f, |eaving Quark speechl ess, but
angry.

FADE QUT.



